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Water is the lifeblood of any city, and London is no exception. The story of
London's water industry is a fascinating tale of innovation, engineering, and
public health. From the early days of private water companies to the
development of a modern public water system, the history of London's
water industry is a testament to the human ingenuity and determination that
has shaped the city we know today.

The Early Years: 1580-1700

The earliest water supply in London was provided by the Romans, who
built an aqueduct to bring water from the River Tyburn to the city. However,
after the Roman Empire collapsed, London's water supply was left to the
mercy of private companies. These companies often provided poor quality
water at exorbitant prices.
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In 1580, the first public water company was established in London. This
company, known as the New River Company, built a new aqueduct to bring
water from the River Lea to the city. The New River Company's water was
of much better quality than the water provided by private companies, and it
quickly became the preferred source of water for Londoners.

The 18th Century: A Period of Growth

The 18th century was a period of rapid growth for London's water industry.
The population of the city was growing rapidly, and the demand for water
was increasing. To meet this demand, the New River Company and other
private water companies expanded their operations.

In addition to the growth of the private water companies, the 18th century
also saw the development of new technologies that improved the quality of
water supply. These technologies included the use of filtration and
chlorination, which helped to remove impurities from the water.
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The 19th Century: The Rise of Public Ownership

The 19th century saw a major shift in the way that water was provided in
London. In 1852, the Metropolitan Water Board was established. The
Metropolitan Water Board was a public body that took over the ownership
and operation of the private water companies.

The Metropolitan Water Board made a number of improvements to the
water supply system in London. These improvements included the
construction of new reservoirs, the expansion of the water distribution
network, and the of new water treatment technologies.

The 20th Century: Continued Progress

The 20th century saw continued progress in the development of London's
water industry. The Metropolitan Water Board continued to invest in new
water treatment technologies, and the water supply system was expanded
to meet the needs of the growing population.

In 1974, the Metropolitan Water Board was replaced by the Thames Water
Authority. The Thames Water Authority was responsible for water supply
and sewage treatment in London and the surrounding area.

The 21st Century: A Focus on Sustainability

In the 21st century, the focus of London's water industry has shifted to
sustainability. The Thames Water Authority is now working to reduce the
environmental impact of its operations. These efforts include the use of
renewable energy sources, the reduction of water consumption, and the
protection of water resources.



The history of London's water industry is a fascinating tale of innovation,
engineering, and public health. From the early days of private water
companies to the development of a modern public water system, the story
of London's water industry is a testament to the human ingenuity and
determination that has shaped the city we know today.
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