
Unveiling the Enigma: A Comprehensive
Guide to "We Know It When We See It"
Prepare to embark on an intellectual odyssey as we delve into the
enigmatic depths of "We Know It When We See It," a seminal work by the
renowned philosopher and art critic, John Berger. This captivating book
invites us to re-examine our fundamental understanding of art, beauty, and
the nature of human perception.

We Know It When We See It: What the Neurobiology of
Vision Tells Us About How We Think by Richard Masland

4.4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 9276 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 272 pages
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

Exploring the Elusive "It"

At the heart of Berger's inquiry lies the enigmatic concept of "it," an elusive
quality that transcends mere appearances and signifies a profound
connection between the observer and the artwork. Through a series of
perceptive essays and captivating visual analyses, Berger challenges our
conventional notions of beauty and aesthetics, arguing that "it" is not an
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inherent property of objects but rather an ephemeral encounter that
emerges in moments of genuine engagement.

The Role of the Observer

Berger places paramount importance on the active role of the observer in
the artistic experience. He contends that our perceptions are not neutral but
are shaped by our personal histories, cultural biases, and the social context
in which we encounter artworks. By acknowledging this subjectivity, Berger
empowers us to appreciate art in a more nuanced and empathetic manner.

Art as a Cultural Reflection

"We Know It When We See It" not only examines the nature of art but also
explores its profound role in shaping our collective cultural identity. Berger
argues that art is not a mere embellishment of our lives but a vital force that
reflects and influences our values, beliefs, and social structures. Through
case studies and historical analysis, he demonstrates how art has played a
pivotal role in shaping human civilizations.

Thought-Provoking Questions

Berger's writing is not merely descriptive but also deeply interrogative.
Throughout the book, he poses thought-provoking questions that challenge
our assumptions and invite us to delve deeper into the complexities of art
and human experience. Questions such as:

How do our personal experiences shape the way we perceive art?

Can beauty exist without an observer?

What is the relationship between art and consumerism?



How can art contribute to social change?

A Legacy of Insightful Commentary

"We Know It When We See It" has left an enduring legacy in the realm of
art criticism and philosophy. Its profound insights have influenced countless
scholars, artists, and cultural commentators. Berger's groundbreaking work
has been translated into numerous languages and has been acclaimed for
its originality, clarity, and its ability to provoke meaningful discourse.

"We Know It When We See It" is an essential read for anyone seeking to
deepen their understanding of art, beauty, and human perception. Through
its engaging prose and insightful observations, Berger invites us to
question our assumptions, embrace the subjective nature of aesthetics,
and appreciate the transformative power of art in shaping our lives and our
world.

Whether you are an amateur art enthusiast or a seasoned professional,
"We Know It When We See It" promises to be an intellectually stimulating
and deeply rewarding experience.

Additional Resources

* John Berger Foundation website * The Guardian review * The Atlantic
review
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New Sustainable and Multi-Purpose Materials
for Design and Architecture: Transforming the
Built Environment
In an era of growing environmental concerns, the design and architecture
industries are undergoing a significant shift towards...

The Montefeltro Conspiracy Renaissance
Mystery Decoded
In the heart of the Italian Renaissance, a tantalizing mystery has
captivated historians and art enthusiasts for centuries. The Montefeltro
Conspiracy refers to a series of...
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