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Jimmy Stewart, the beloved American actor, has been the subject of
numerous books and articles over the years. But none has been as
comprehensive or as insightful as Marc Eliot's 2006 biography, Jimmy
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Stewart. Eliot, a veteran Hollywood biographer, had unprecedented access
to Stewart's family, friends, and colleagues, and he used this access to
create a portrait of the actor that is both intimate and revealing.

In this article, we will explore some of the key insights from Eliot's
biography. We will discuss Stewart's early life, his rise to stardom, his
personal life, and his legacy. We will also provide a brief overview of the
book itself, and we will offer some thoughts on why it is such an important
read for anyone who is interested in the life and work of Jimmy Stewart.
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Early Life and Career

Jimmy Stewart was born in Indiana, Pennsylvania, in 1908. His father was
a hardware store owner, and his mother was a homemaker. Stewart was a
shy and introverted child, but he developed a love of performing at an early
age. He began acting in school plays, and he continued to pursue his
passion for theater after graduating from high school.

Stewart attended Princeton University, where he majored in architecture.
However, he soon realized that his true calling was in acting. He dropped
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out of Princeton and moved to New York City, where he began to audition
for Broadway roles.

Stewart's big break came in 1935, when he was cast in the lead role in the
play Ah, Wilderness! The play was a critical and commercial success, and
it made Stewart a star. He soon began to appear in films, and he quickly
became one of the most popular actors in Hollywood.

Stardom

Stewart starred in a wide variety of films throughout his career, including
comedies, dramas, and westerns. He was known for his versatility, his
naturalism, and his everyman appeal. He was also known for his strong
moral compass, and he often played characters who were honest, decent,
and hardworking.

Some of Stewart's most memorable films include Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington (1939),It's a Wonderful Life (1946),and Vertigo (1958). He
received five Academy Award nominations, and he won an Oscar for Best
Actor in 1940 for his performance in The Philadelphia Story.

Personal Life

Stewart was married to Gloria Hatrick McLean from 1949 until her death in
1994. The couple had four children. Stewart was a devoted husband and
father, and he was known for his strong family values.

Stewart was also a devout Christian, and he was active in his local church.
He was a strong believer in the power of prayer, and he often said that his
faith was the most important thing in his life.



Legacy

Jimmy Stewart died in 1997 at the age of 89. He is remembered as one of
the greatest actors of all time. He was a master of his craft, and he was
able to connect with audiences in a way that few other actors could.

Stewart's legacy extends beyond his films. He was a role model for
generations of Americans, and he helped to shape the American character.
He was a man of integrity, kindness, and compassion, and he will always
be remembered as one of the true icons of Hollywood.

About the Book

Jimmy Stewart by Marc Eliot is a comprehensive and insightful biography
of the legendary actor. Eliot had unprecedented access to Stewart's family,
friends, and colleagues, and he used this access to create a portrait of the
actor that is both intimate and revealing.

The book is divided into three parts. The first part covers Stewart's early life
and career. The second part discusses his rise to stardom, and the third
part explores his personal life and legacy.

Eliot's writing is clear and engaging, and he provides a wealth of detail
about Stewart's life. The book is also well-researched, and it is filled with
fascinating anecdotes and insights.

Jimmy Stewart is an essential read for anyone who is interested in the life
and work of one of the greatest actors of all time. Eliot's book is a definitive
biography that provides a comprehensive and insightful look at the man
behind the legend.



Jimmy Stewart was a true American icon. He was a talented actor, a
devoted husband and father, and a man of integrity and compassion. His
legacy will continue to inspire generations to come.

Marc Eliot's biography of Jimmy Stewart is a must-read for anyone who
wants to learn more about the life and work of this legendary actor. Eliot's
book is a comprehensive and insightful portrait that provides a unique
glimpse into the man behind the legend.
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