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lvy Lodge is a memoir by acclaimed translator Esther Allen. It tells the story

of her life and work, and offers a unique insight into the art of translation.

Allen was born in England in 1938. She studied French and German at
Oxford University, and then worked as a translator for the British Foreign
Office. In 1968, she moved to the United States, where she lived for the
rest of her life.

Allen's first translation was a collection of short stories by the French writer
Guy de Maupassant. She went on to translate a wide range of works,
including novels, plays, and essays. Her translations were praised for their
accuracy, elegance, and intelligence.
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In lvy Lodge, Allen reflects on her life and work. She writes about her
childhood in England, her experiences as a translator, and her many
travels. She also offers her thoughts on the art of translation, and on the
importance of literature in our lives.

lvy Lodge is a fascinating and insightful memoir. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in translation, literature, or the life of an extraordinary
woman.

Praise for lvy Lodge

"A beautifully written and deeply moving memoir. Esther Allen is a master
translator, and her reflections on her life and work are a gift to all of us who
love literature." —Jhumpa Lahiri

"A fascinating and insightful memoir. Allen's writing is lucid, elegant, and
witty. | highly recommend this book to anyone interested in translation,
literature, or the life of an extraordinary woman." —Edmund White

"A must-read for anyone who loves literature. Allen's memoir is a moving
and inspiring account of her life and work. | highly recommend it." —
Michael Dirda

About the Author

Esther Allen was born in England in 1938. She studied French and German
at Oxford University, and then worked as a translator for the British Foreign
Office. In 1968, she moved to the United States, where she lived for the
rest of her life.



Allen's first translation was a collection of short stories by the French writer
Guy de Maupassant. She went on to translate a wide range of works,
including novels, plays, and essays. Her translations were praised for their
accuracy, elegance, and intelligence.

Allen was a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters and the
National Book Critics Circle. She received numerous awards for her work,
including the PEN/Ralph Manheim Medal for Translation and the National
Book Award for Translated Literature.

Allen died in 2020 at the age of 82. She is survived by her husband, the
writer David Plante, and her two children.
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