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Canasta is a popular card game that's easy to learn and fun to play. It's a
great game for adults and can be enjoyed by people of all skill levels.
American Canasta is a variation of the original Canasta game that was
developed in the United States in the 1940s.

American Canasta is played with two standard decks of 52 cards. The goal
of the game is to be the first player or team to reach 5,000 points. Points
are scored by melding cards into sets of three or more of the same rank,
called melds. Melds can be either natural or mixed.

Natural Melds

Natural melds are sets of three or more cards of the same rank and suit.
For example, a meld of three aces of spades is a natural meld. Natural
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melds are worth 5 points per card.

Mixed Melds

Mixed melds are sets of three or more cards of the same rank but different
suits. For example, a meld of three aces of different suits is a mixed meld.
Mixed melds are worth 3 points per card.

Melding Cards

To meld cards, you must first have at least three cards of the same rank in
your hand. You can then meld these cards by placing them face up on the
table. Melds can be added to by other players, but only if the cards being
added are of the same rank and suit.

Going Out

The goal of the game is to be the first player or team to go out. To go out,
you must have melded all of the cards in your hand. If you go out, you will
receive a bonus of 100 points.

Winning the Game

The first player or team to reach 5,000 points wins the game. If two or more
players or teams reach 5,000 points in the same hand, the player or team
with the highest score wins.

Tips for Beginners

Here are a few tips for beginners:

Try to meld as early as possible. The sooner you meld cards, the
sooner you will be able to start scoring points.



Don't be afraid to go out. Going out gives you a bonus of 100 points,
so it's worth taking the risk.

Pay attention to what cards your opponents are playing. This will help
you to guess what cards they are holding and what melds they are
trying to make.

Don't give up! Canasta can be a challenging game, but it's also a lot of
fun. If you're struggling, don't give up. Keep playing and you'll
eventually get the hang of it.

American Canasta is a fun and challenging card game that's perfect for
adults of all skill levels. If you're looking for a new game to learn, I highly
recommend giving American Canasta a try.
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